C The pꝛaplt f WW; 


of all women, called Mulierum 4p} 
Pean. Uery fruytfulland 
delectable vnto all 
the reders, 


C Loke and rede whothat 


can. Thys boke is 


pꝛayſe to eche 
woman. 
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Uhat timed crabbeh{ tourſe had paſt 
And Phebus atteyned the Iquarye 
The lelfe ſame tyme whi it froſe faſt 

y myddes the moneth of Januarye 
9 (1 my bedde, and ſlepe in myne eye 
A ſodeyne aſſemble hefoꝛe me dyd appere 
And women they ſemed by abyte and chere. 


C I wake they ſayde, ſlepe nat ſo faſt 
Conſyder our grefe,and howe we de blamed 
And all by a boke, that latelp is paſt 
Whyche by repoꝛte, by the was fyꝛſt framed 
The ſcole of women, none auctour named 
In pꝛynte it is paſſed, lewdely comppled 
All — wherby be ſoze reupled, 


C Conſpder therin, thyne owue good name 
Conſyder alſo our infamye 

Sende koꝛth ſome other, contrary the ſame 
Fo: thyne and ours, bothe honeſtye 
The Pean thou wote, and lpeth the bye 
Bequycke herein, pꝛolonge nat thus 
Az thou woldeſt our kauour, nowe do foꝛ vs, 


¶ Imongefſt all other, one boldely pꝛeſt 

Obey ſapd che ſhalt thou, be thou neuer ſo ſtrong 
Per maſe & her mantell, (he thzewe on my bzeſt 
Foꝛ J am the ſayd che, thou haſt do moſt wzonge 
A wake a wake, thou ſlepeft ouer longe 

Uenus am J cleped , my name (all nat be hyͤd 
Rowe charpen thy pen, and E ag a "Cot 
A. | 


Ok trueth it is, wꝛyte on quod che 
The nature ok man inclpneth to ſynne 
Kather than vertue, and rea on is why 
Eche nature dothe ende, as it dothe begyn 
- Saltewpl be water, thought none be therin 

The tree of the rote, dothe take his ver dure 
The frupte wherby, is knowen ſwete oz louze, 


So atp begynnyng, where man had that vſe 
Of wyt and rea ſon, to be ruled by 
By cauſe he offended, he made excuſe 
The faute allegynge, to the fempnye 
God to haue dyſcepued, yt᷑ it wolde haue be 
And as he tho, to lye begon 

So to thys dape, he holdeth on. 


2 Of vs poꝛe women cuſtomably 
Wpypthout cauſe tuft, torayle and ieſt 
No nature naturate,vnder the ſkye 
Fyſſhe, fowle, woꝛme, ne beeſt 

But wyth theyꝛ owne kynde, the lyue at reit 
Man ok all other, of maners ſo rude 
Can nat ſaye well by hys ſimilitude. 


＋τ A great abuſe, and chamekully holde 
Suche frowardnes, in hande to haue 
Che ſelte ſame thynge, whyche moſt they chulde 
Laude and loue, rtfodep2ane 03 
And that ot nede,whiche moſt they crane 
So to impꝛoper, great foly it is 

Foz in no wyſe they may bg longemys. C 


fs 


C Reco2de the goodnes, ot᷑ god almyghty 15 
At the creacpon, whyche he began pp 
Percepuynge it coulde nat endure a ryght 
Wythout any helpe made to the man 
Fatiamus (ſapde he)and made Eue than 
The woman the man, to helpe and a ſſyſt 
It foloweth therfoze,we can not be myſt. 


¶ Howe be it,. ye men faſt poꝛe and pꝛpe 
All that pemap vs women agapne 
Nothyngelefte out, ve map come by 
Ok holy wptte, noꝛ that poetes do fayne 
All is alledged as thynge certayne | 
And what that makes nat, foꝛ your purpoſe 
Shall be interpꝛetate, wyth a lewde gloſe, 


CeExemples man, faynt and feble 
Mo than pe map well iuſtyfpe 
And ſlapeit is a thynge impoſipble 
Any one good woman founde to be 
Whyche eupll ſapenge fo ratyfye 
A ſence of Salomon ye aledge, vohych ſayth 
Mulierem koztem quis inueniet. 


¶ But as to that thou ſhalt nat tary 
Lenger than nedes to make repozte 
As at this tyme them to tontrary 
By any exemple, the nexte to retoꝛt 
Taken an nowe of the lpuynge ſoꝛte 

Contynue thy pꝛoceſſe, tyll thou map eſppe 


A place therkoze moe neceſſary, 1 
A. iii, (C Hobbe 


ruin. 


F 11. Neg. 6 Exempled in Saule, whan he ſhulde fyght 


Er Tf that pour fynger other hede ake 
Oꝛ elles what ayleth pou, hande oꝛ fote 


hobe chulde this woꝛlde tontynned be ö 
Man J meane in his molt nede 

Werenat women, what were ye 
Examples many,hereof may pe rede 
And ouer that ye ſein dede 


Howe by the vertue of the femynyne face 


Myzthencreaſeth,and thoughtes gyue place. 


Agaynſt the armpe phylyUlpne 

Had neyther herte, courage ne mygyt 
Ne wyſt nat what to do therin 
Wyth hongry thought hym ſelfe to pyne 
Had nat the woman hym counſeyled and fed 
Foz feare in that fury, Saule had be deed, 


Than pe lye ſycke,and lyke to dye 
Who then attendeth you vnto 

Werenat the woman, there myght yelye 
Donge in pour denne, as beſtes do 
The woman is euer redy to go 
Foꝛ this and that to watche and wake 
Pou to recouer many labours to take. 


There can no medpcyne the payne aſlake 
Wythout the woman be your bote 
Lappe you warme in clothes ſofte 
A kercheyffe bonde vnto your hedde 
And in her armes bere you to bedde, 


* Nyght 


a> Nyghtand day than muſt che wake 
And redy be at the fpꝛſt call 

A culles oz ſome caudel make 
As fo: the ſycke dothe beſt befall 
Oneles the woman come wythall 
Noinancangethym vp to ſytte 
Therok to taſte mozlell oz bytte, 


Thus of Þ woman great pleaſures pe haue 
Whyche man tomancan nat ſuffyce 

And pet ye do vs all depzaue 

Dapenge we be neyther ſadde ne wyfe 

And that no pꝛofyte by vs doth ryle 
Where as in trueth recoade J can 
Is many aryſe aS by the man, 


fs A womanplayne dyd fyꝛſt inuent 
All maner grapne to inne and ſowe 
Ceres named by commune aſlent | 

And foz her wyſdome,the people dyd knowe 
Honours diupue they dyd her che we 
And as her merites dyd than erpzefle 
They named her to good goddeſle, 


And in lyke maner a woman founde Acido l.. 


The letters fyꝛʒſt that we nowe wayte 

The A. . C. as they do ſtande 

Wherby we vſe dur myndes to endyte | 
One to another ful andperfyte 
Carmenta calledas J remembze 
Mother vnto the famous Euander, 
s Pallas 


th. lu u. 


20 Pallas the doughter of Jupytee 
 Tvonit. Thzough her entere and pured bzayne 
de cuts The goddelle named of the artyfycer 


aum Dfwolleandoyle,fyzitfounde the vayne 


falt. gc. F02whyche inuencpon the ftozy is playue 
Pꝛeferred che was befoꝛe Reptune 
To gyue the name to Athenes towne, 


5 Doppho the poetreſſe dyd alſo fynde 

Wyth the harpe to ſynge the tune to wꝛeſt 

IDhyche greatly confozteth mannes mynde 
Wpyth ſyghes of ſoꝛowe ouer pꝛeſt 

* Neg xv. Saule the kynge coulde neuer haue reſt 

Tyll Dauid had harpyd a fytte oz two 

The malygne ſpꝛyte, wolde nat hym fro, 


2 The Sybbilles.rii.dyd pzophecy 
The ſone of god chulde man become 
One of them chewed the myſtery 
Unto Octaupan in the ſonne 
Many is the peres.that ſyth is ronne 
And pet the churche dothe occuppe 
Che ſelfe ſame Spbbilies pꝛophecpe. 


e> Hyſtozyes many J couldefozth lay 
That maketh wel wyth the teminye 
Of lpyke ſentence J dare well ſaye 
And grounded on good auctozyte 
owe be it becauſe that poetry 
S taken nowe tn ſuchedeſpyte 
Ot other reaſons, J wyllthou wzpte. 


But 


nut tyti this queſtyon, aſke quod The 
Demurelp, and atter a gentyl rate 
Co whom be holden moe are pe 
Unto the man that you begate 
Oꝛ fo the woman puerperate 

A knowe noreaſon foꝛ yourercuſe 
But that it hulde your ſelues confuſe. 


¶ As ſone as the woman, dothe concepue 
Full dyuers is her appetyde 
Bothe bely and hert dothe ryſe and heue 
The ſtomake ſeldome ſatyſtyde 

Foꝛ many ſondzy meates pꝛoupde 
Longe foꝛ moꝛe than ſhe map gete 

And many a ſoꝛy moꝛ ſell ete. 


¶ In caſe ſhe may it nat optayne 
Harde ſhe eſcapeth wyth the lyfe 
And in her labour ſuche is the payne 
That as god knoweth the vrgent grefe 
Wythout a gracyous pzerogatyfe 
Ware thynge, no doubte, unpoſſpble 
She chulde elcape, and after haue hele. 


¶ And whan che is delyucred 

Syke and wepe contynually 

And as ye knowe but lytell conſydered 
Wyth many a man, the moze blame he 
Who but the woman mult keper be 
Pꝛouyde foz euery ragge and cloute 
And in her armes bere pou aboute. 
B. i. In 


In eſe the man fuchelabour£;ulde tak 
I meane to bere pou to and kro 
Vis armes, and chulders wolde ſo ake 
That lame he wolde be of bothe two 
The ſely woman hathe neuer do 
hat inher armes, and in her lappe 

Nyght, and daye che muſt you wzappe, 


C. Lytell oz nothynge may che reſt 
But alwayes beſy you foz to kepe 
Aryſe and fede you wpth her bzct 
Ind all to ſtyll you whan ye wepe 
Where of pour ſelfe, ye can ſcant crepe 
She mult be redy to gyue you pappe 
From wynde a wether, you warme to lappe. 


¶ The man map lpe and ſnoboꝛe full f aſt 
Whan that the wyke muſt watche and wake 
Out of the bed her armes cal 
The cradell to rocke tyll the bothe abe 
The babe alſo vnto her take ä 
And whan he is vnclene beneth 
Mul be content wythinany pil bꝛeth. 


C Shylte hym ofte, wype and weſſhe 
Cloutes and clothes newe pꝛepare 
And be it harde oz be it neſſhe 
The woman muſt do away the ware 
Thus hathe the mother all the care 
All the labour aad dyſlcaſe 


LV here as the father dothe what hym pleaſe, 
| O When 


Than may the woman nother reſt ne ſptte 
But euet dadle you in ſure holde 
Cyll tyme that pe haue founde pour fyf 
Het bꝛeſtes pe tere wyth many a byt. 
And ſcratche alſo wyth you charpe naylcs 
And yet the woman you neuer taples, 


4s There as the man wolde ſure dyſdayne 
And be therwith impacpent 
And peraducuture ſtrpkesgayne 
Nother be eftſons ſo dplygent 
It ons ye dyd hym dyſcontent 
Foꝛ as ye ſe when hym myCyketh 
The man daply hys chylderne ſurpketh. 


«+ The mother tendꝛeth them alwap 
And (cant can ſuffer them in the wynde 
Of them in doute bothe nyght and dape 
Leſt any male chaunce ſhulde them blynde 
Ought you nat them to the woman to be kynde 
Howe be it ye haue no better ſpozte 


Than ol the woman eupll to repozte, * 


7 Some ſaye the woman had no tonge 
Akter that god had her create 

Unty!l the man toke leues longe 

And put them vnder her palate 
An aſpyn leffe ot th? dyuel he gaffe 

And foꝛ it moueth wyth euery wynde 

Whey lape waneug tongues be of lyke kynde. 


B. u. CI 


@ When that ye dzabve nere, rij. monethes olde ; 


FO os 


Rom. ii. — ſaynt Paule, it doth no man beſeme 


J ſaye fable reherſed befoze 
The — well knowen is but alye 
All the clerkes that euer were 
Do w2yte the ſame and teſtefpe 

That godmade all thynge parfetlye 

Howe ſhulde the woman then tonge haue none 
And be ok goddes creacyon, 


( Becauſe that Eue our pꝛime parent 
The wyll ol god dyd ons tranſagreſſe 

They blame all women in lyke conſent 
And make them ſelfe alwayes fauteles 
There be ot women as of men doutles 

All be it that dpuers haue offended 
pet ought nat al to be repꝛehended. 


C Au maner clothe is nat lyke fyne 
Noz pet all men complexponed lyke 
Some moꝛe of colour, ſome moꝛe ſangupne | 
Some malancolye, ſomme fleamatyke 
Some longe and ſmall,ſome hozte and khycke | | 
Nat euery man ot one compleccyon | 
Noz euery woman of one condycyon, 


¶ Why chulde the womanthen be blamed 
More than the man, and he lyke bad 
Me thynkes pe ought to be achamed 
And alſo in conſcpence ſoꝛe adꝛade 
n caſe that pe any con ſcyence had 


Woꝛſe ot a nother than of hym lelke to deme. 


Abmrt 


C Idmytte that woman fyzſte offended 
The man perſwadynge to franigres 


By meane of her great humblenes 
Ok mannes reitoze the chete foundzes 
Eue was the that made vs thzall 


And Maty was che that louled all, 


¶ And ouer that in Genelye 
Ifynde it wꝛyten, that god dyd make 
The woman foz2 man an helpe to be 
Nat ot vyle erthe out ot the lake 
But of a rybbe that he dyd take 
Out ot the mannes ryght ſyde 


And the woman made ot thynge well tryde, 


' C Lpke as pe ſe by erperyence 


Golde foꝛged of leade, yꝛen and tynne 
And is hym ſelte in hys kyzſt eſlens 
No better than the matter he was fyꝛſt in 

And nowe moze valued than man mpne 


IL yhke ſo dyd god the femynyne 
Plalmate ot themaſculyne, 


And other ſtones of hye vertue 


¶ Ys ſe alſo the ryche Rubies 


Set in golde at poynt deuyſe 


And in thynge ok ſmall value 


Jo. 


| J 
* 
* 
o 
- 


nſypmblavlewyſe hym ſelfe Jeſu 
olde ofthe wamam incarnate be 
Mapden and wyke his 3 Matp. 
VB. ii. 


A woman was che, the faute that amended 


¶ And 


Senites. 


Ind ſythe chat god the woman create 
k thynge thus pured, and nat the man 
To theende che ulde helpe hym algate 
Ok congruence it foloweth than 

That in no wyſe myſſe ye can 
The mancas who ſapeth) is the adieetyue 
Ind the woman is plapne the ſubſtantpue. 


C fo: as wytneſleth the accidence 
The adiectyue may nothyng do 
Oncles it be vnder pꝛetente 

Ok other ſubſtance put therto 
The man inlykeeffecte alſo 
Wythout the womans helpynge hande 
By hym ſelke map nat longe ſtande. | 


8 


Cyfaman wythout womans conſent 
Myghthaue redzeſt the fyꝛſte offence 


Ithad nat neded the omntpotent 3 
To haue come hym ſelfe to make the admendeg 


The woman was choſen by diuyne allence 
To be thꝛough her humplyte 
The well of our tranquilptp. 


And who that lyſtcth the trneth to trye 
hall fynde in the Bible thoꝛowe # thozowe 
That god dyd fauourethe femynyne 
Many tymes as well as you 
And in the woman dyd of renewe 
Agapnſt all naturall dyſpoſycyon 
In ſteryll age parentall frupcyon, 


Cas 


C as fy2ft in the boke of Geneſye Th 5 
Df Joſeph, Yſaac, and Samuell E . (ff. 
Wythothermo in places ſondzy — 
As of Sampſon pe may fynde well „ 
Lykeof the Sunampte bekell utt, * 
The Bible rede and ye hall fynde 

That theſe were boꝛne palt courſe of kynde, 


¶ Andinlykecaſe Elyzabeth 
The mother of holy Johan Baptpſt 
Sapnt Anne alſo as ſcrypture ſayeth WE 
Concepued Marp mother of Chzyſt mathe 
Mary alſo that man neuer wopſt 

Conceyued by grace bothe god aud man 

Mapden à mother bothe nowe and than, 


C Thus haue pe ſure certifpcate 
That god much fauoureththe tempn kynde 
Sythe he hym ſelfe after ſuche rate 
Tendꝛeth in them the deuout mynde 

And furthermoze no dout J fynde 

That god permytted man to make 
Wonders many foz the womans ſake, 


C As fyzſt we fynde by diuine ſpiracpon Lill. reg. 
Done by the pzophet Belyſye an; - = 
Alptell ople and all by mpy2acle 
Made to encreaſe and multyply | Adidem. 
And to hys hoſtyes by pzopheſye 
SGaue a chylde, and to the ſame wyke 
Reſtozed he lone krom deth to lyte, 


* Whanman had broken the pzecepte 


C Ouer that it may nat be nayde 


Seynge hym leite ſo nakediy arayde 
Fo: hame amonge the leues he crepte 
Godhym called, he no fote ſtepte 

But blamed the woman foꝛ hys conſent 


To foꝛztyfpe hys hys eupllentent. 
¶ But what ſayde god, loke and rede 


Sener Maladicta terra in opere tuo 


ene ir. 
{tti. re. ii. 


ys bleſſynge as well as to the man. 


Curſed be the erthe thou doſt on fede 

And ſwete foꝛ thy lyuynge thou ſhalt alſo 
Mynde had he none to call foꝛ grace tho 
So where god made hym ok erth oz than 
pk he curſed the erth. he curſed man. 


¶ Sd of the woman it can nat be ſayde 
Fo: che ot a rybbe was made befoꝛe 
But foꝛ che was ſo lyghtly betrayde 
Penaunce ſhe had, but nat ſo ſoze 
Curſt was che nat, howe be it euermoꝛe 
God ſayde in chyldynge whan (he dyd lye 
Wyth ſoꝛowe her ſede chulde multyply, 


C That man was curſt oft we rede 
Beſydes that J reherſed haue 


Eren. it. « I$ Chan and Cham foꝛ theyzlewde dede 
Mala. u. Andthoſey the pꝛophet dyd mocke a depzane 


Wyth other (no kewe) where as god gaue 
Many tymes vnts the woman 


. 

0 
( 
L 
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C cus 


a> Thus all ap hats — 2 I. 
God fououreth alwayes the femynitye | 
Wethen to haue them in dyſoayne 
Standeth nat welt with equytye 

And who ſo ſapde the good rate be 
1 durſt auenture my heed to loſe 
To pꝛoue he lyeth that maketh thatgloſe, _ 


42 Thouſandes oz two J dare well ſay « | 
Ol them that pet here lyuyng be 
In ful recoꝛde fozth bzyng Ymay 
An ſeke nat farre out of the countre 

J couldcalſo manytfeſtly: 

Dyuers rehers and theyz names fell | 
The place aſſygnynge where they do dwell. 


2d Howe be it as nowe it Hall ſuffpre: © - - 
Ok them that gone be many yeres paſt: 
Example to take and thys treatyſe 
By they2 goodnes to make ſure and faſt 
Chat none hereafter pꝛeſume to caſt 
Fables foꝛged of wylfull mynde 
Agaynſt the deuote femyuyne kyude. 


e> Abzaham maryed one Sara Senetes 
A perfyte woman as other be mo ru. 
In wozde and dede alwapes redp 1 
To be obedpent hym vnto 
God bad Abꝛaham that he chulde go 
Out of the lande Cananye 
Into Egypt com hys kyn ne 
1 Chobe 


Sen. xx. ¶ 


Howe be it befoze he thyder came 
nhys conreyte thus waded he 
Called hys wyfe,and ſayde good dame 
One thynge { wyll.thou do foꝛ me 

By meane dere wyke ot thy beautye 

1 doubte pf thou be knowen my wypfe 
That I perchaunceſhallloſe my lyte. 


¶ Say therfoze my ſuſter thou arte 
That I may farethe better foꝛ the 
I Gall (che ſapd) with allmp harte 
And elles what do, that pe dyd me 
To helpe you in necellpte 

There chall no perſone haue knowlege other 
But that pe be my naturall bꝛother. 


¶ So into Egypte whan that they came 
Sarra was ſent fo: to kynge Pharao 
And foz her ſakewas Ibzaham 
The better take with frende and fo 
Her bꝛother che called hym, he bad her ſo 
Howe be it god punyched the people ſoze 
Tyll Pharas of her had made reſtoze. 


And in lyke maner afterwarde 
When that he came to Gerarye 
Abꝛaham the better farde 

By reaſon of hys wyfe Saray 
God lyke wyſe punyſſhed greuouſly 
So that the kynge Abymalech 


Gaue hym hys wyte wyth a ſoze * 1 
Ds 1 . Phe 


C Lyketate defell with Jlade 
And Rebecca hys truſty wyfe 
Whych in lyke wyſe dyd her fozſake 
And all foz to enlength hys lyte 
The woman was his pzerogatyfe 
Howe ſaye pe nowe by pour lewde fable 
Were nat theſe women pꝛokptable. 


¶ God pꝛeſerued Sarra twyſe 
And ons Rebacca gracyoully 
n caſe that they had done amps 
t had be longe ot the man ſuerly 
God wolde there ſhulde be no ſuche foly 

In the woman pf pe marke weill 
Recoꝛde Sarra the doughter ol Raguel, 


C To ſeuen dyuers marped was che 
And alwayes mapden aroſe them fro 
Becauſe the man wolde by and by 

Hys carnall luſt with her haue do 
No reuerence gpuen the ſacrament bnto 
At nygt the deupll was there alwape 
And ſtrangled them befoze the daye, 


© P2eſerued was the femynyne 
Bycauſe ſhe wag ſo vertuous 
Strangled were the maiculyne 
Becauſe they were ſo vpcyous 
Sodome and Gomoze,thelecherous 
In bꝛymſtone we rede dathe boyle a bzan 
Fo: the myſlyuynge of the _ 
5 u. 


Thobt. 1 
5. Ul. 


Ben. ex, 


C The 


*# The doughterof Jarob amyable Dyne 

Fo thetoule rape vpon her done 
Weneſes Pex bietherne todzougdt torupne 

vdr. Cdecyte and ewe the maſculynerchone 

Emma the kather and Sredem rhe ſont 

Cod woldetder wuide unde revel make 

Ind on the men lucde vengcannct take. 


e QkHDHardtiedonadhterfarze Thamar 
res ben om det owne dother Amon dr name 
Capnynge dym cee and dc nat wart 
— roared 
Ins wrulſte 


r And furthermoꝛe admyt the caſe 
That many women haue ſo2e offended 
And .thouſandes mo done well ofte haſe 
- Shuilde all the name be dyſcommended 
Bytauſe the beſt nombꝛe be repꝛehended 
If that ſhulde be repoꝛte me then 

What myght be ſpoken of the men. 


F Large be the volumes in euery nacyon 
Fo euer in cronpcele to remapne 

pf pe perceyue, and note the faſſhyou 
Eupdens ynougheye Hall haue plapne 
Agapnſt one woman. men twayne 

pe twenty J dare auowe doubtles 
Whych be impꝛoued foz theyꝛ lewdenes. 


¶ Ju token that man chulde be content 

Hys wyfe to loue eſpecpally 

Abꝛaham had ſtrapte commaundement Gene tis 
To folowe the mynde of Sarai ret 
And ſo expulſed by and by e 
Agar his harlot out hys houſe 
Agapnſt her mapſtres pꝛeſumptuons. 


Hobe beit betauſe of repentaunce 
F oz none example of lyke folp 
God dyd accept her meke penaunce 
Andquytefo2 gaue her by and by 

The aungell was ſentand bad her hye 
Home agayneand knowe her dame 


And "I woldemultyplyherfaine, 
C. iii. 


0 Agapne 


iu. 


A 


Fdidem, 


Judith. 


Zune. tt 


dd Igayne the tame, der mayſters content 
And bare Abꝛaham one Iſmaell 
Which paſſynge al other was moze feruent 
Andpaſſynge reaſon mozeeruell 
Chan euer yet pe harde of tell 
Hys lyfe duryuge to warre he was mouyd 
He loued no man, noꝛ none hym loued. 


e> So can be nat rede of any woman 
Namely in w2yttynge autentycall 
To be ſocrnell as was thys man 

At warre to be with one and all 

O that pe men can fpght and bꝛaule 
And kyll eche other comenly 
Whyche is nat ſene in the fempnpne. 


da Hobe be it there is ſounde in holy want 
That ſome women haue doneſpkecaſe 

Nat to them ſelfe but marked to it 
Ok god onelp, by ſpecyall grace 
Suche dedes marcpall to bꝛynge to paſſe 
That man myghtnat Jutdyth to wytnes 
Whyche ſlewe alone myghty Yolofernes, 


. Andinlykecaſeof Delboza 
Whom god electe hys pꝛophete to be 
The deth to declare of Siſara 
Where and whan to ſygnyfye 
And gaue her alſo moze ſpecyally 
Knowlege in many other cauſe 
And made herjudge ouer the lawle, 


Cat 


*& At mount Thabo: as che dyd fell | RUPP 
Thys captayne dyſcomfet fled out of Þ thzonge 
The vwopfe of Abner named Jahel 

Siſara ſlewe lyenge alonge 

God ſtrengthed the woman a the lande ſtrong 
Unto the fempnpne leſle and moe 
And to the man no pꝛapſe thertoze, 


4 Abymalech that ferefull kynge 
At ſyege lyenge bekoze Thebes 

A ſtone that on the wall dydhynge 

A woman thꝛewe into the pꝛea ſe 

And on the heed hyt hym doubtles 

Slewe hym ſtarke, and ſo therby 
The ſyege gaue ouer, thys is no lye. 


5 Who was the cauſe that Abels 
Was nat by Joab beaten downe 
Who kept the deed but good Raſpha 

The woman onely dyd faue the tovne 
And foꝛ her dede, ought haue renobone 
I me repozte,nowe howe ſape pe 
Be nat the women pzayle wozthye, 


e> Sythe god them marked gracyouſly 

Unto theſe deades'befoze ſpecyfyde; 

It can nat be layde to them plapnly 

Neyther of malyce ne pet of pꝛyde 

Fo: ſynguler wyſdome in then tryde 

God p:eferred the woman than 
Suche thynges to do befoꝛe the man. 


COt 


rar. vu. ogy Ot lynguier wyldome note aue ne Heffcee + 


. The kynge her hulbande whyche dyd pacrfpe 
Where Aman the wzetche dyd mone Auer 
Uengeaunte to haue taken on Mardochre 
And the Jewes ts haue flapne generally 
Wyth pety a wyſdome ſhe dealed ſo than 
That Ge laupd the Jewes and hanged Aman. 


2 Of thouſand thouſandes there was natone 
Unto Joab the woman ſent 
Thatcoulde pꝛocure foz Abſolon 
A fenall peace wyth hys parent 

li. At g. xir. Dauyd the kynge dyd (one conlent 
At the womans requeſt the Bible to recoꝛde 
To call hys lone home and be hys good loꝛde. 


8 The pꝛophet alſo called Nathan 
Of counſeyle pꝛeuy wyth his louerapne 
Percepued well theyz myght no man 
3 Ok his full mynde Dauid refrayne 
iii ce g. But Adonyas Qulde be kynge and raygne 
Sent Barſabe to hym foꝛth on 
Ind ſhe obtapned foz Salomon. 


And further where as the Egypcyan kynge 

Agapnſt the Yebzewes ſoꝛe moued was 

Exo. i. Bycauſche ſethe yz encreaſe and ſpꝛynge 
Aduaunſed more in euer place 
Commaundement gaue fo anpcaſe 
The mydwyues of the Hebzean Iyne 
To hyll and ſiee al maſculyne. 


> 


C Ind 


I Ind thys we rede in places tive 
But god wolde nat the exercyſe 

So that the woman wolde it nat do 
But made excuſe, after thys wyſe 
Abhozringe the Hamtullenterpzyſe 

And ſayde the Hebzcans, in they; nedes 
Can helpe them ſelte and do ſuche dedes, 


A Aboute whyche tyme holy Moyles 
Into this woꝛlde was bꝛought & bozne 
The moncthes kept in lecretnes 
Magre Pherao,thoughe he had ſwozue 
Ina veele of ruſches, to haue be lozne 
Caſt in the water, to ſynke oꝛ to lwyme 
Kedy was the woman, # che ſaued hym, 


2& The donghter of Pharao fered nat 
Compaſſyon her moued inwardelp 

Yerynge hym crye,and ſe hym flote 
Commaunded her mapdens that waſſhed her by 
A noꝛſe to get, and moderly 

She hym adopte tobe her ſonne 

God wolde hauethus, by the woman done. 


e> The pꝛophete alſo good Dely 
Linto the woman from goo was ſent 
Brcauſe Galaad and Samary iu. reg. xi 
No mopſture had from the fyzmament 
And careth ſtone dye, foꝛ punyiſhement 
The wydowe of Sarapt, the pꝛophete fedde 


Oꝛ elles parchaunce he had ben deed, 
| Dt, And 


exo. u. 


S * = 
* 


lil. reg.iui. 


tut, reg, v. 


Exodt. 


tu reg. t. 


C And inlykewyſe the Sunampte 
Moued her hulbande belyiye 

And in concluſpon optapnedit 

A place to make foꝛ Helyſye 

The pꝛophete ot god, necellarpe 
Thus holped they hym, in an habitacle 
Atter the latyn called a cenacle, 


¶ Who was the cauſe that the duke Naaman 
Was helpd of hys foule lypperpe 

No doute the fayte po nge woman 

Taken wyth the robbers of Sy2ye 

Becaule the ſpake and pzayſed Helyſye 

The kynge ſent Naaman into J ſ[raell 
Where in choꝛte ſpace he had hys heel, 


¶ Who was the fyꝛſt J pꝛaye you who 

That pꝛayſed god foꝛ vyctozye 

Akter that dꝛent was Pharao 

Loke in the boke of Erodye 

And ye ſhall fynde it was Mary 

Mary the ſyſter of Jaron 

V: yth ſounde of tympane the played bpon. 


¶ what tyme Daupd the gloziouſe kynge 
Aged ſoꝛe and febled faſt 
A vyꝛgyn toke a tende thynge 
Foz no ſynne, but foꝛ he dyd waſt 
Per ſerued therbp, tyll at the laſt 

By verp courſe of naturall kynde 
The loule to god he vp reſynde, 


where 


— 


*& Where ponge Abya weke andfeble 
Dadlayne longe ſeke contynually 

To knowe yk it were pollyble 

He chulde recou er oz elles dre 

The woman was lent thys no Iye 
The wyfe J meane of Jeroboas 
Into Sylo was lent to Ahpas. 


J p2aye you who dyd fyꝛſt dylerye 
The cuyllentent of Achytophel- | 4 
The maydcneſceyed the conſpyzacye fl. reg. uu. 
herby the kynge eſcaped paryll — 

Jonathan and Achymaas che dyd it tell 
Foꝛ had it nat be ſhoztly knowen - 1 
Bynge Dauid had ben all to hewen, | 


E To whom J pꝛape you dyd Delyſye 

Declare the derth that chulde enſewe 

To the man oꝛ the woman howe ſape pe 
If that ye can, dyſcloſe it nowe: 

The woman it was that fyꝛſt it knowe 

She tolde her huſbande as a kynde wyfe 


Wherby at lenght (he ſaued hys lpfe. 


e> Who but the woman of Bahurpe 
Sauedthe lyfe of Jonathas: 

If Abſalon myght haue come hym by 
He neuer had ſene Dauid in the face 
Neyther hys compere Athymaas 

A curſed bowe dyd them dyſcrye 


A bleſſed woman kept them ſccr e. 
D. ii, Chad 


tilt, reg. xi. ¶ And as J remembze good Joſabeth 


* 
. 


b ret xrv. ¶ had nat ben Abygall 


Audit. xl. C What tyme the myghty Galadit 


The gentle wyfe of the churle Nabal 
Daupd had folowed hys othe and wpll 
And lette hym nat one great ne (mall 
Upon the moꝛowe to haue pyſt on the wall 
She ſent hym vptaple, and went alſo 
And made hym hys freunde, that etſt was hys fo. 


Doughter vnto the kenge Jozam 
onge Joas ſaued from the deth 
onne and yeyze of Ochez yam 
Where Athalia than wylſully came 
Entendynge to haue lla pne wpthout pytpe 
Ill the kynges pzogenpe. 


Zepte clepyd by name as J fynde 
gaynſt the Amonytes chulde fyght 
On god he called wyth mouth and mynde 
And ſayde good god my ſelte J bynde 

pf I pꝛeuaple to offre to the 
The fyꝛſte that I mete after vyctozye, 


¶ Saue one doughter no chylde he had 
Whyche whan he tame the batyll from 
In token that he was of hym glad 
Het father mette, and welcomed home 
An inſtrumen the playde vpon 
Hys vowe remembzed than ſyghed he 


Sa penge doughter wo is me foz the. 
C Anſwere 


C Inſwere che made meke and demure 
Be nothynge heuy father fozme 
That pou haue pꝛompſed kepe it ſure 
And it to ſulfyll J amredye . 
Do had nat than the woman be 
The man had chaunged parchaunce hys entent 
And falſed hys pꝛomys. ſyth he dyd repent, 


¶ The deuoute mother of one Mpchye Judi. wy 


Ok pꝛomyſe iuſt ampzrour fyt 
Dothe ſhewe that women conſtant be 
And from the yz beheſtes loth to flyt 
The money that che to god behyt 

Sent by her ſonne to the golde ſmyth 
Therot to make Sculptile quid. 


¶ Man and dpuers other there be 
Ok whom the man example map take 
As ot god Ruth and Neomy 
Ok her that nother wolde god fozſake 
Nother pe conſent pdolatrye to make 
But ſtrenghtned her ſonnes in noinbze ſeuen u. ga: 


To dye foz the lawes of god ol heuen. 


¶ Great is the pzayſe of the aunceent 
Unto thys dape had in memozye 
Fo: they2 hye vertues excellent 
As fayth, wyſdome, and mere pytye 
Wyth fortitude in aduerſytye 
To wytnes to pꝛofptes Solda and Inne 
Fyth Saba the quene, to Solomon that came. 
D. ui. ( The 
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. Johan, xx. 


; Nn * — 7 


Mar. xvi. 


Mar. rvi C The teſt mertnewe elſo tellethme 
Atter that Ch:yfttheſe woꝛdeg had * 
Dely Help lamazabatani 
That fayth in man was clere deceyde 
n Mary hys mother, bothe wyfe and mayde 

t neuer fapled, fo the femynpne 
In Thomas it fapled foz the maſculpne. 


( Befkoze alſo ye ſhall well fynde 
The woman was euer pꝛompt andredye 
Wyth hole herte and deuoute mynde 
Df Chꝛyſtes byzth to belpue the myſterye 
Phere as the woman, olde zacharye 
Blamed of the Angell,loft his ſyght 
Eltzabeth hymknowleged, euyn kurth ryght. 


Johan. xx. ¶ Great was the loue ofthe femynyne 
Durynge the daungeour of hys paſlyon 
Reco2de therin good Magdaipne 
Whyche neuer backed, but folowed on 
Where hys diſciples were fled and gone 
Oft the ſepulcre The dyd vplpt 
And longe there wepynge wolde ſhe ſyt. 


C She with his compers Maries two 
Salompe and Jacobye wyth oyles pure 
Fo: ſynguler loue they dare hym to 
Sought hym lapde in ſepulture 
Suppoſynge they2 oyntemẽtes chulde hi retuce 
Fo: well the rekenynge by hys la penge playne 
He wolde teupue, ſhozteip agapne. 

C God 


Luce. u. 


Luce. i. 


C God hym ſelfe pꝛayſe to her gauue A 
At tabie ſyttynge fo2 the ople (he ſpende 3 
And ogenip the mendyddepzane Luck. xi 
Sapde poze haue xe daplye, but J muſt wende 
er allo extept he, in mytes that dyd ſende 

In Gazaphilacum, betoꝛe theryche mann 
And Martha lyhe wyſe, p called hi goddes ſone, 


C was nat che playnly full ot grace 
Thabita the wydowe the poꝛe that fed 
Whom Peter by pꝛaper reuyued haſe 
To lyue agayne were ſhe was ded 


Rather her chylde quycke to koꝛ ge 
Than Salomon ſhulde part hym in two, 


C The wyfe of Pylate dyd pytye moze 
The turnement of our Sauyoure 
Than all the men that than there were 75 
The ſcrybes and the phariſys to there poboze Loc zu 
The woꝛkes ot Chꝛyſt bla ſphempd eche houre | 
The woman p:eſent ſapde J make you ware 

Bleſſed be the bely that the bare, 


C whan he aroſe, thys is clere 

Tho whom apered he, J pꝛape you fyzſt g. rx viu. 
Sure foz ought that Jcan here 
To women two, oꝛ any mau wopſt 

To her that hym wyth her bꝛeſt nurſt 

To Mary Magdalpne, and bad her go Johan xx. 


Andhes Apoſtoles tell it to. 


" CSeldome 


And che aiſothat nature ledde ill. res. ul. 
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Acte. in. 


Mat. rug 


Luce vu g eldome J fynde that Ch2yſte dyd dlame 
Iny one woman p2operiy 
Oꝛ that any woman ſo fare paſt hame 
Do lytle to ſet our ſaupour by 
Lrce. vii. Is Peter dyd Chꝛyſt to denye 
Chꝛpſt blamed Peter, nowe and than 
Fo: lacke of fayth,and called hym Sathan. 


«> And where Screbes malyciouſlpe 
B20ught vntohyin adulteram 

The woman he ſaued, gratioullpe 
Dꝛote in the duſt, to the mennes hame 
Do noinoze women, ſapde he the ſame 
Nowe tell me playne pt ve ſo can 

Dyd he euer lykempꝛacle koꝛ any man. 


Joha vill. 


¶ The woman alſo of Cananye 
Whoſe doughter poſſeſt was a deupll 
Seaſed nat on Chꝛpſt to crye 
Math.rv. Yer doughter to hele ot that ſoze yuyll 
Chzyſt herde her well, and helde hym ftyll 
To the ende ail men, myght notptpe 
Phat feyth was in the femynye, 


The mau he blamed of Jpocrylye 
Joda. rail. And allo vpon the Baboth day 
Helyd the woman gracpoullye 
Eyghtene peres longe that ioze ſyke laye 
| And mekeiy dyd the Damaritane pzaye 
John. lil. Water to dzawe hym out of the ſtone 8 
Where of the man he al sed none. 
C Ind 


CC And alſo at tie womans requeu 
Bycauſe they lacked neceſlarye 
Turned water to wyne at the feaſt 
Bept in Cana Galylye 
At the inſtaunce of Martha oz Mary 
He rapſed Lazarhole and ſounde 
Foure dapes burped vnder grounde, 


C Where as he wepte full tenderly „ 
To the woman that hym ofte fed | Johagh. | 
Martha the one the other Marr ION 
Wepe and bywapyle theyz bzother deed 
Is farfo:th pet as euer Jrede 
J can nat fynde that he dpd make 
Any lyke ſoꝛowe foz the mannes ſake. 


¶ And ouer that the treuth dothe pzoue 

The ſapenge of Luke who ſo well wayth 
It was a very ſclender loug 
Anda leſſe toke of any fayth 
In the manthe Euangelyſt ſapth | 

In Judas bp name hys mapſter that ſolde 
Wyth ataiſe byile and thyzty peng ot golds, 


¶ Thus may ye ſee by holy yt 
That women be no caſt awapes 
Neyther they that lpue as pet 77 
Noꝛ thoſe that were in the guueyent dayes 
Piꝛoued J baue who ſe denayes 
Foꝛ moze wytnes J Gal repozte 
Ot later tyme and {6 bechozte. | 
Cl, ( The 


Johr l 


Luce. vih | 


en Che cyurcye mylytantdothe ones perely 
A leuen thouſande vyꝛgins halowe in one 
So manp of men Jcan nat eſppe 
Spythe tyme the woꝛlde fyꝛſt begon 
All be it theywerenat women ethone 
pet foꝛ the woman was pꝛyncppali 
L yke name is gruen vnto them all. 


I tede of ſeuen llepynge men 

And alſo of.1iti.cozonate 
Nowe two and the of thouſandes ten 

Ok one alone vonth bis aſſociate - 

Ok fozteknyghtes matty:yzate 

But of a. xi. thouſandeneuer 

Coulde J tynde as yet togyther, 


vs All be it there beof the infant ſtate 

Ok innorentes I meanemany one 

pet haue theſe byꝛgyns immaculate 

t anp comparyſon may be therts 

oꝛe mede of go d, J ſuppoſe ſo 

Theſe vyꝛgins toꝛ god dyed wyllyngly 
Theinfantes by fozce and knewe nat why, 


Moche otherthynges aledged myght be 
Jucrozyſed by holy boꝛyt 
Beſpdes muche moze in popetrye 
n ſoudzy metyꝛs craftely knyt 
hyche onely J purpoſe to ompt 
Oneles it be of two oꝛ of the 


To wzytte them all it wyll nat be. 


CIs 


CIs fy:ft of Lueres the nodle ple 
A my:rour to all other ot gooſtly fame | 
Whyche wylfully wyth a ſmall knyfe : -. .. 
Slewe her ſelfe in auoydynge ſhame 

And therby ſaued her olde good name 
What tyme Tarquyne newe made kynge 
Had her fozlapne, che nat wyllynge, 


d Where Rome beſpeged was about 
By Coziolane then exulate 
So that no man durſt ons pere out 
Fo: fere ot leſynge ot hys pate 

Ueturia badde open the gate 
Der armes caſt croſle, her hert to rent 


Moſt wokully fozth thus the went. 


42 Large were the teres that fromher epes ran 
Her bꝛeſtes befoꝛe hym when ſhe dyſplayde 
Beholde ſhe ſayde thou vnkynde man 0 0 
Tyy natural mother thus wzetchelp arayde 
Nature chulde moue the, though wylldenayde - 
To warte with other than thy naty fe countre 

Peace ſaydehe mother ſo chall it be. W 


¶ Whoſe acte to be had in memoꝛpe 

A lawe tozwyrh the Romapnes let make 

From that daye tozwarde to the femynyne 
Eche man ſchulde bowe foz Uerturys ſake ' 
Graunted alſo that the woman myghttake - 
To her attyze bzocye,ouche;ozrynge 8o 
Veluet purple oz any other thynge. 

E. ii. C Where 


wener.. & Where ag bet̃oꝛe though quene Ualthye 


All honour was take the woman fro 
'Byreaſonof herobſtynacpe - 
In dyſobepuge kynge Yſſuero 
Nowe was reſtoꝛed wyth mochemote fo 
Many men ſaued that mygyt haue ben ſlapne 
And the cytie tet franke fre agap ne. 


3 li. S Whan Poꝛtia harde that Bꝛute was deed 

existe. I enger to lyue no houre thought che 

Ete bzennyngecoles as faſt as baeed 

Ouid, Bycauſe he cqulde no knpfe come bp 

eplar.li, In moche iyke caſe Penelope 
pumo. To put ot wedoynge tyll Ulpres came home 

Unt wyned at nyght that in the dare the ſpone, 


* And as it cumeth vnto mympnde - 
Ok one hyſtoꝛpe catholy call 
 Whychealmooſt clene was lefte dehpnde 
Daniel. xi Ag nothynge wozthy memoꝛpall 
That one remembꝛed conclude J Gall 
The hyſtoꝛy Imeane of good Suſan 
Falſly accuſed hy the man. 


Aftemptche was of tydaldes two 

Wyth them to haue dealed. che nolde conſent 
They her accuſed, and ſayde he had ado 
Wyth a ponge man, and chulde be bzent 
God knowe the woman innocent 

And cauſed the mfant Danpell 


To ſpeke to the people and the tre uth tell, 


C3 


ww. 


The people aſſembled on euery ſyde 
The tales bothe varyed that they dyd tell 


Wherbyit was knowen the rybaldes lyde 


The woman (aued andthe treuth tryde 
Her falſe accuſars by comen aſſent 
To dye fozthwith had iuſt judgement, 


Eſtates comeniy where J go 

Truſt theyz vopues to ouer loke 

Baker, bꝛewer, butler, and coke 

Wyth other all, man medleth no whytte 


＋τ My lady muſt receyne and pape 
And euerp man in hys offyce controll 
And toechecauſe gyue pe and nay 
Bargayne and bye and ſet ali ſole 
By indenture other by court roll 
My ylaby muſt ozdze thus all thynge 
Oz (mall (hall be the mannes wynnynge. 


> I further pꝛofe herein as pet 
By comune repozte we here cche day 


The chylde is pꝛapſed foz hys mother wytte 


tF A babe to ſpeke was a ſtraunge maruen 


d Whiche thynges temembzed wyth other mo 
T hat myght parchaunceenlargethys boke 


Bycaulc the woman hathe quycker wptte, 


Fo the fathers condycions depꝛaued alway 


And ouer that your ſeife wyll ſaye 


Surgeons aduauntage,by women ſinall] 


Bycaule they be no fyghters at all, 
— E. iii. 


Can 


C In end: therfoꝛe herof fo make 
Me thynkes theſe men do nothynge well 
Do wylkullp to bzagge anderake 

And agaynſt al women ſo to geuell 

Ind yet who ſo that lengeſt dothe renell 
And this bokeredeth J knoweplaynly 
Shall ſaye:0z be ſhamed, touge J lye, 


* Explicit. 
CTbe authour. 


O koꝛthe lytell boke god be thy ſpede 
Oꝛdꝛe thy ſelfe accoꝛdyngly 

Het nought by hym that dothe the rede 
In caſe he warble the to denpe | 
Nat one ſo good but he hath an enempe 
Hyde nat thy face foꝛ aipzoude crake 
Let hym be knowenthaf dyd the make, 


¶ Go foꝛthe queckely wythpalſe demute 

Of one pzerogatyue ſure thou arte 

Set koꝛ to be in hye honour 

In myddes of the hole femynyne herte 

 Nexte god they wyll all take thy parte 
Hyll the with [ylke and lymme the wyth golde 

Nowe pa ſſe on thy was thou mayſt be bolde. 


4 Glozy be thy garment ſv woꝛthy thou arte 
Ok ſyluer thy cla ſpes, and of fyne golde 
So true is thy pꝛoceſſe in euer parte 


L nine yye 4erarcyye you my UC cut div 
None other lyk? the that euer was ſolde 


HYygheſt ok all other in trueth is thy dytye 
Lygth where thou halte nowe farewell frö me. 


¶ vt queſtion be moned who is thyne authour 
Be nat adoꝛad to vtterhys name 
Sap Edwarde Goſynhyll toke the labour 

Foꝛ womanhede the foz to frame 

Call hym thyne authour, do nat aſſhame 
Thankes lokes he none foꝛ, vet wold he be glad 
A ſtaffe to ſtande by that all women had. 


¶ Thus endeth thys 


frutfull treateſe ofthe pzeaſe of women, cal⸗ 
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John kynge, 


